governor, Yuxian, was so relieved by the Court's order to suppress the Catholic presence that he was reportedly "moved to tears of appreciation." From the point of view of many Shanxi locals, the Catholic presence was a spiritual and political menace.
On 28 June 1900, the Italian Franciscan, Barnabas Nanetti da Cologna sat in his seminary office in the small Shanxi Catholic village of Dongergou and wrote an alarming entry in his personal journal:
Three seminarians arrived in the evening from the convent at Taiyuan, exhausted from their journey. They informed us that the situation in the city had turned toward the worst, and that the bishop [Gregorio Grassi] had ordered the seminarians to flee. . . . We have been told that soldiers went to the convent, determined to slaughter all Europeans and Christians. Dongergou's Catholics were so frightened that "during the night, the women and orphans are concealed inside of coal pits" to hide them from soldiers and Boxers.
Liu Dapeng recorded Yuxian's arrest of both the Protestant and Catholic missionaries in Taiyuan, who he believed were busily organizing an insurrection against the Qing. "Hearing of their rebellion," Liu wrote, "Yuxian urgently commanded the central army, leading them himself, to detain the foreigners in the guesthouse at Pig-head Alley." The pretext for the arrests was that the foreign missionaries were, as Liu put it, "plotting to revolt." The Chinese Jesuit, Li Di, described what happened next to the missionaries in Yuxian's yamen courtyard:
The Boxers and rank-and-file soldiers competed with each other to be the first to kill at random. Some victims received several tens of hacks from swords, and some lost their heads. . . . Their blood formed into channels and countless corpses covered the courtyard.
In all, forty-five missionaries and Chinese Christians were massacred at Yuxian's yamen on 9 July, inaugurating a wave of anti-Christian violence in Shanxi.
Similar violence against Catholics continued for several months, and by the time peace was restored, both Shanxi's provincial troops and Boxers had killed 191 missionaries and more than 6,060 Chinese Christians. In addition to the great loss of human lives, the Boxer Uprising in Shanxi had laid waste to 225 mission buildings and over 20,000 Christian homes. By early 1901, Shanxi's Catholics only saw ruins where church spires had once risen into the sky; and restoration of their diminished community began with the burial of thousands of victims, bodies that were often unrecognizable after months of exposure and the ravages of dogs and birds. Catholic Shanxi was in ashes; rebuilding the wreckage would require funds, funds that came from the defeated and humiliated Court in Beijing. After negotiations with Li Hongzhang, the Shanxi mission secured one million taels of silver to begin the restoration, and the first use of these funds was the erection of commemorative stelae in remembrance of Christians who had died during the uprising; these stone monuments would perennially memorialize the Catholic martyrs of Shanxi, and function to codify the collective identity of the Christian community as "fellow sufferers" for the faith. The most prominent monument erected was the stele and pavilion built at Pighead Alley in 1901, where the foreign missionaries were lodged before the massacre at Yuxian's residence. Governor Cen's inscription read:
The Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries encountered difficulties and were willing to die for their benevolent way, and in all 150 people died who were assembled here on the 30 th day of the 6 th month (lunar calendar) where they gave their lives together, and we commend those faithful missionaries who repeatedly encountered difficulties and cruelty.
The narrative continued to recount Yuxian's "treachery" and "cruel massacre" of Christians on 9 July, during the Boxer Uprising, even though he was operating under a directive from the central government.
With its new reparation revenues, the Italian Franciscans began a massive brick and mortar campaign to resurrect the "visible Church" in Shanxi, one that would broadcast the Church Militant, which they claimed had won a sweeping victory over the anti-Christian attacks of the Boxers. Taiyuan's first bishop after the Boxer movement was
Agapito Fiorentini, who in less than eight years managed to increase the number of Catholics in his diocese from 15,412 to more than 21,000. There is little doubt that Fiorentini's success was facilitated by his capacity to solicit both Court money and the public support of the local magistrate at Catholic ceremonies. In one large public procession, in which an image of the Blessed Virgin Mary was carried to the Portiuncula church, almost eighty miles from Taiyuan, the official "Mandarins also followed in venerable fashion." And when the new bishop had procured money to rebuild the Catholic cathedral, "the magistrate was present for the laying of the foundation for the new church." At other Catholic events Fiorentini arranged for local Chinese officials to carry flowers in the long processions, which "repaired the dignity of the Church."
Whether Shanxi's ranking officials were eager to participate in such high-profile Catholic events, or whether they were compelled to do so under pressures from the French and Italian Protectorates, is unknown. What is certain is that the common population of Shanxi was given the strong message that the Catholic mission was endorsed by the Court, and had become even more powerful than before. Between Within the region, all of the Catholic bishops, priests, sisters, and seminarians were summoned in 1963 to a mandatory meeting at Taiyuan's cathedral, the same church that was funded by the Qing court after the Boxer Uprising. The meeting slogan was "Eradicate Religion," and during one of the sessions Father Wang Shiwei publically defied the authorities, and loudly called the assembled Catholics to "resist cowardice"
and remain faithful to the Pope. Wang was arrested and shackled in his small cell; his feet and hands were chained so that he was unable to stand, while another chain suspended his body to a beam above him so that he could not lie down to sleep. After six years of such confinement, and countless "struggle sessions," Father Wang was sentenced to death for his resistance to reform, and in 1970 he was taken to a platform and shot. One of the commemorative tropes frequently employed by Shanxi Catholics is to attribute a particular miracle to examples of Christian martyrdom, which function effectively to caste a patina of the supernatural on such events. As Wang Jingshan recounts, when
Father Wang faced his executioner, "the sky was dark and hazy, and when twelve-thirty 
